
	 Trace	your	hands.	
Label	the	tracings	as	shown.	
Write	two	sentences	on	each	
tracing	to	show	different	
meanings	for	each	word.

	 Make	a	booklet	of	
multiple-meaning	words.	Put	
a	word	and	its	meanings	on	
each	page.

	 Draw	two	pictures	for	
each	word.	Show	a	different	
meaning	with	each	picture.

	 Explain	how	you	know	
what	the	word	“trip”	means	in	
this	sentence.

	 Sort	these	multiple-
meaning	words	below	two	
headings:	“Can	Be	a	Food	or	
Drink”	and	“Can’t	Be	a	Food	
or	Drink.”

	 These	words	are	related	
to	baseball.

For	each	word,	write	a	
meaning	that	does	not	relate	
to	baseball.

	 Make	flash	cards.	First,	
unscramble	the	letters	in	
each	word.	Write	each	word	
on	one	side	of	a	card.	On	the	
other	side,	draw	pictures	or	
write	meanings.

	 Ask	ten	different	
classmates,	“What	does	
wave	mean?”	Make	a	tally	
chart	to	show	which	meaning	
was	given	most	often.

	 Write	a	riddle	for	each	
answer.

Multiple-Meaning Words

1 2 3

Name _________________________________

Date _______________________

left right

Multiple-Meaning 
Words

4 5 6

7 8 9

nail horn
roll fair
tag cold

My family took a trip to 
Mexico last summer.

bat pitcher ball
home strike out

a ruler’s ruler
a top’s top
a light light

What item does a person at a 
sporting event use to cool off? 
a fan’s fan
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jam

match

stamp

park

shake

trunk

squash

punch

Note to the teacher: Program	the	student	directions	with	the	number	of	activities	to	be	completed.	Then	copy	the	page	for	each	student.

Choose	___	or	more	activities	to	do.
When	you	finish	an	activity,	color	its	number.

isnk      tfee      prak
alf l         eifr
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“Multiple-Meaning Words”
Answer Key

Answers for 1–3, 8, and 9 will vary.
 4. Answers should include that the sentence refers to the family 

going to Mexico.
 5. “Can Be a Food or Drink”: jam, punch, shake, squash
  “Can’t Be a Food or Drink”: match, park, stamp, trunk
 6. Possible answers include the following: bat—a flying mammal; 

pitcher—a jug with one handle; ball—a formal dance; home—the 
place where a person lives; strike—to stop working or to start a 
fire; out—at the end or away from a place.

 7. unscrambled words: sink, feet, park, fall, fire


