
Seeds
Mature flowers make fluffy 
seeds. The seeds can be 

carried a long way by 
the wind.
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Name Date
Text and diagrams

More Than a Weed
Use the paragraph and the diagram to answer the 
questions.

 1. What does a dandelion’s flower look like? Color it 

to match. __________________________________________

 2. How did the dandelion get its name? ______________

   ____________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________

 3. What is found inside a dandelion’s stem? How is it 

useful? ____________________________________________

   ___________________________________________________

  4. What parts of a dandelion can be eaten? How might 

they be prepared? _________________________________

   ____________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________

 5.  What part of the dandelion can be up to three feet 

long? ______________________________________________

Dandelions 
 Some people think of dandelions as weeds. They try to 
remove them from their lawns. The settlers who came to 
the New World many years ago did not think this plant was 
a pest. They grew these plants in their gardens and used 
many of their parts. Did you know the leaves from young 
dandelion plants can be tossed in salads or cooked like 
spinach? The liquid that is found in its stem can be used to 
treat bee stings. The roots can be roasted or used as tea.

Flowers
The head of the bright 
yellow flower is made of 
many flowers put together. 
They open in the morning 
and close at night.

Leaves
The leaves have notches 
in them. They look like 
teeth. In French, the 
words dent de lion mean 
lion’s teeth. This is how 
the plant got its name.

Root
The roots can grow up to 
three feet long. With roots 
this long, the plant can grow 
year after year. Bonus: How did the dandelion diagram help you 

understand the facts in the paragraph?

Stem
The hollow stem is long 
and straight. It is filled 
with a white, milky liquid.



Answer Key
 1. The head of the bright yellow flower is made of many flowers put together.
 2. The leaves have notches in them. They look like teeth. In French, the words 

dent de lion mean lion’s teeth.
 3. a white, milky liquid; It can be used to treat bee stings.
 4. The leaves from young plants can be tossed in salads or cooked like 

spinach. The roots can be roasted or used as tea.
 5.  roots

Bonus: Answers will vary.
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